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On 7th November, the Equality & Human Rights Commission (EHRC) released the following statement:

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/news/special-review-ehrcs-accreditation-not-warrante
d

In this statement, they referred to submissions made on 23rd October by TransActual, Amnesty
International UK and Trans+ Solidarity Alliance; by the Trans Advocacy and Complaints Collective
(TACC); and by Scottish Trans, calling on the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions
(GANHRI) to review the EHRC’s accreditation status. The EHRC claimed that, following their October
session, GANHRI had decided that a special review of its accreditation status was not warranted.

We believe this statement is misleading. As the EHRC also acknowledged, submissions were made
earlier in the year by one advocacy group and six individuals. We understand that GANHRI wrote to each
of these last week to advise them of the outcome of the October session.

TransActual, TACC and Scottish Trans made our own further submissions in late October, due to ongoing
actions by the EHRC that we believe continue to breach the Paris Principles. However, these submissions
would only have been received by GANHRI once the October meeting was already in progress, and to
date we are still awaiting initial acknowledgement of these appeals.

We therefore believe it is highly unlikely that our recent submissions fell into the October review. Rather,
we understand that our submissions will be considered for the next accreditation session in April, and we
continue to eagerly await GANHRI’s response to the concerns we have raised.

Furthermore, we are pleased that verified correspondence from GANHRI confirms that, while they did not
initiate a special review of the EHRC at this time, they have “decided to continue monitoring the situation.”

We are disappointed that, rather than taking seriously the concerns raised by LGBTQI+ organisations
through appropriate channels, Chair Baroness Falkner has continued to make public statements that call
into question the EHRC'’s willingness to protect the rights of trans people or engage in good faith with our
communities. We hope the appointment from next month of Dr Stephenson will be an opportunity to reset
this relationship and rebuild trust.

In the meantime, we have sent copies of our submissions to the UN's Office for the High Commissioner of

Human Rights, as well as to the UN Independent Expert on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and

the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, both of whom have separately and
independently expressed very similar concerns to those we have laid out.

We hope the above information provides some helpful clarification regarding the likely status of these
submissions with GANHRI.
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