
 

Timeline of EHRC capture and turn to anti-trans ideology 

Note: the table below represents our best research efforts as of 3 July 2025. We may be 

adding to this as appropriate, and also revising previous links and commentary as that 

becomes necessary. So, do check back from time to time. 

As far as possible, we refer back to original links, except in cases where the original is likely 

to be behind a paywall, disappeared from the web, or would take you to a site you might 

prefer not to visit. Wherever possible, however, we aim to include a link back to the original, 

indicated here by reference to ‘original link,’ and separately clickable. 

If you see anything you feel should be added to this timeline, or if you see anything that is 

not working, please drop a line to policy@transactual.org.uk. 

 

Date What happened 

1 January 2020 EHRC commissioner challenged the NHS' use of puberty blockers, claiming 
young people cannot consent to using them. His argument was powerfully 
rejected on appeal. 
  

30 November 
2020 

EHRC commissioner liked tweet saying homophobe is a “highly ideological 
propaganda term.” 
  

1 December 2020 Baroness Falkner is appointed chair of the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) by Liz Truss, then Minister for Women and Equalities.  

1 March 2021 EHRC doesn't renew Stonewall membership and exits diversity scheme 
 

(original link) 
  

23 April 2021 EHRC intervenes in Forstater v Centre for Global Development Europe claiming 
that Maya Forstater's beliefs concerning trans people were "protected by the 
2010 Equality Act", which was how the case was eventually ruled.  

25 June 2021 EHRC letter to directors of anti-trans group Sex Matters saying the EHRC is 
withdrawing from Stonewall's Diversity scheme and addressing their open letter.  
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26 June 2021 EHRC responds to backlash for intervening in the Forstater v Centre for Global 
Development Europe claiming "Defending the right to believe that sex is 
immutable in no way impacts on our commitment to uphold the rights of trans 
people" and denies “putting their weight behind gender critical positions.”  

20 December 
2021 

Liz Truss appoints an EHRC commissioner with a history of anti-trans views.  

21 January 2022 EHRC advises conversion therapy ban should focus on sexual orientation and 
not include transgender people due to "lack of evidence about conversion 
therapy in relation to being transgender".  
 
They note that "In light of the significant potential implications of the proposals 
for individuals, organisations and a number of pieces of current legislation, and 
their impact on a range of fundamental rights under the European Convention on 
Human Rights (ECHR) which cannot be properly considered in the absence of 
detailed legislative proposals, we were concerned that the original consultation 
period was limited to six, rather than the usual 12 weeks." 
  

21 January 2022 EHRC decision from 21 January 2022 appears to be reported by the BBC 
approx. 18 months later, in October 2023. 
  

26 January 2022 EHRC sends letter to Shona Robison, Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, 
Housing and Local Government raising concerns about reforms for the Scottish 
2004 Gender Recognition Act citing common anti trans talking points with no 
basis in fact.  
 
Asks for it to pause its plans. 
  

27 January 2022 Stonewall demands a review of the EHRC, arguing "The EHRC’s statements 
actively stand in the way of improving the rights and lives of trans people." 
  

28 January 2022 LGBT Foundation severs ties with EHRC, saying “Our position from today is 
clear: EHRC can no longer call itself a true human rights organisation.”  

28 January 2022 Annual Report of LGBT Foundation confirms severing of ties with EHRC.  

2 February 2022 Leaked emails reveal a pattern of EHRC members meeting privately with anti-
trans groups.  

4 February 2022 Employees quit the EHRC due to transphobia.  

11 February 2022 A coalition of LGBTQ+ charities, including Stonewall, ask for a review of the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission’s ability to act as an independent 
overseer reviewed by their UN accreditors GANHRI. They submit a dossier 
detailing actions undertaken by the EHRC which critics have deemed biased in 
favour of anti-trans groups.  

11 February 2022 Further reporting on calls for Stonewall to be downrated  

15 February 2022 Opinion piece by Nancy Kelley, former Chair of Stonewall, explaining Stonewall's 
stance. 
 

(original link) 
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21 February 2022 EHRC are criticised by Shona Robinson in subsequent letter for failing to provide 
an explanation for their change in policy with regards to trans people.  

24 February 2022 EHRC lobbying around Scottish Gender Recognition Act is criticised by the 
Scottish Human Rights Commission as overreach. "The Scottish Human Rights 
Commission wishes to make clear that the EHRC has not sought our consent in 
relation to its recent commentary and interventions on the human rights 
implications of reforming gender recognition processes. Therefore, any analysis, 
commentary or engagement about the human rights implications of this (or any 
other) devolved legislation and policy is for the Scottish Human Rights 
Commission to make."  

1 April 2022 EHRC argues for a 'relationship reset' with critics after GANHRI rejects 
Stonewall's complaint. 
  

4 April 2022 EHRC publishes guidance on single sex and separate sex spaces which is anti-
trans and relies on the same anti-scientific definition of binary biological sex.  

5 April 2022 LGBTQ+ groups condemn the guidance and describe it as 'advisory' and not 
able to over-ride existing code of practice. 
  

1 June 2022 A FOI in respect of the EHRC leads to publication of submissions made by 
Bindmans and Stonewall when they resubmitted evidence of EHRC's anti-trans 
actions to GANHRI. 
  

1 October 2022 GANHRI rejects Stonewall's resubmitted complaint but urges the EHRC to 
strengthen its effectiveness, independence, and adherence to the Paris 
Principles. 
  

4 December 2022 Kemi Badenoch appoints new commissioners to the EHRC. 
  

4 December 2022 It is alleged that one of the EHRC's new commissioners has a history of anti-
trans views and actions. 
  

31 January 2023 FOI by TACC reveals that Sex Matters meet with the EHRC at Baroness 
Falkner's request. 
  

9 February 2023 Kemi Badenoch appoints campaign donor and Conservative candidate to be an 
EHRC commissioner. 
 

(original link) 
  

3 March 2023 Extraordinary Board Meeting of the EHRC held about amending to Equalities Act 
to change definitions around sex. The Board rejects both the Scottish and Welsh 
subcommittee's desire to not amend the act on several grounds including that it 
will hurt trans rights. 
 
(Original link listed on EHRC site, but currently not working) 
  

3 April 2023 Trans Safety Network outlines how the EHRC has been captured by anti-trans 
lobbyists. 
  

3 April 2023 EHRC writes to Kemi Badenoch with "guidance" around sex, arguing that "if ‘sex’ 
is defined as biological sex for the purposes of EA, this would bring greater legal 
clarity." 
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3 April 2023 Kemi Badenoch, Minister for Women and Equalities, writes to EHRC providing 
support for their suggestion that defining sex as "biological sex" would lead to 
greater 'clarification.' 
  

4 April 2023 Write-up of EHRC correspondence in Pink News.  

6 April 2023 EHRC questioned by TransActual, avoid answering questions on how they plan 
to support transgender people following the fallout from their single sex spaces. 
EHRC does not explain what new evidence caused their policy shift.  

6 April 2023 Scottish Trans respond to letter from Kemi Badenoch to EHRC.  

8 April 2023 EHRC sets out guidance about how to make transphobic discrimination legal in 
letters with Kemi Badenoch. Labour appears to welcome this. 
  

13 April 2023 Senior officials including a board member quit EHRC due to the “transphobic 
direction” of the organisation.  

24 April 2023 Former EHRC Legal Director Grey Collier publicly condemned the EHRC's letter 
to Equalities Minister Kemi Badenoch, which suggested redefining "sex" in the 
Equality Act to mean only biological sex. Collier called the proposal legally 
illiterate, cruel, dangerous, and transphobic, warning it would strip trans people 
of rights they’ve had for decades and expose them to discrimination and 
violence. 
  

3 May 2023 Stonewall writes to GANHRI again with further complaints regarding EHRC 
conduct. 
  

11 May 2023 United Nations Independent Expert Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
criticises EHRC for promoting the reduction in human rights protections for trans 
people. “These actions were admittedly with the objective of withdrawing trans 
women from legal protections to which they are entitled under the Equality Act.”  

22 May 2023 UN Independent Expert on SOGI criticises EHRC again after meeting where 
they failed to define the term 'biological sex' after advocating for its incorporation 
into the Equality Act. "The objective of the EHRC was to offer the Government a 
formula through which it could carry out discriminatory distinctions currently 
unlawful under UK law, and that will remain so under international human rights 
law. The Independent Expert is of the opinion that this action of the EHRC is 
wholly unbecoming of an institution created to ‘stand up for those in need of 
protection and hold governments to account for their human rights obligations’.” 
  

23 May 2023 An independent investigation begins into Baroness Falkner after 40 complaints 
from staff regarding poor work culture, concerns about independence among 
staff, and discriminatory behaviour by Baroness Falkner. 
 

(original link) 
  

23 May 2023 Insight piece by Channel 4 on independent investigation.  

27 May 2023 Telegraph labels the EHRC as "anti-woke." 
 

(original link) 
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23 July 2023 Kemi Badenoch halts probe into Falkner caused by the accusations of bullying 
from current and former staff on grounds correct process may not have been 
followed. 
 

(original link) 
  

3 October 2023 EHRC appoints anti-trans figures to Scottish committee.  

24 October 2023 Investigation into EHRC chair for bullying closed. The interim chair claims the 
independent review found "no evidence.” 
  

27 November 
2023 

The Sub Committee on Accreditation of GANHRI decides to initiate a Special 
Review of the EHRC at its first session of 2024 into the EHRC. 
  

28 November 
2023 

EHRC responds to GANHRI. 
  

4 March 2024 ”Anti-trans” EHRC commissioner gives talk to anti-trans Observer staff network.  

17 April 2024 Senedd allows transgender people to fulfil gender requirements of their gender. 
EHRC Deputy Chair says that this might be illegal. 
  

2 June 2024 Kemi Badenoch pledges to finish the work started with the EHRC 2023 to 
implement their desired changes around the term sex if the Conservatives win 
the election. 
 

(original link) 
  

8 June 2024 Kemi Badenoch admits to installing gender critical members in UK government 
"holding the positions that mattered most in Equalities and Health." 
 

(original link) 
  

24 June 2024 UN Report says EHRC gave Government a Blueprint for Trans Discrimination.  

16 July 2024 EHRC advises companies that they can legally block trans women from taking 
jobs intended only for women. 
 

(original link) 
  

19 July 2024 Rehash of EHRC advice, as already reported in the Telegraph.  

6 September 
2024 

Sex Matters meet with EHRC again, with Baroness Falkner in attendance. A 
follow up email proposed draft language, polling data and a reinterpretation of 
case law. 
  

3 November 2024 After Manchester Labour pass a motion saying "trans women are women" EHRC 
commissioner says that this is unlawful as it will allow transgender women into 
women’s groups. 
 
Link no longer live: if anyone knows what happened to this motion, please let us 
know. 
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13 November 
2024 

Baroness Falkner given new term as EHRC chair by Equalities Minister Bridget 
Philippson despite staff complaints. 
 

(original link) 
  

21 November 
2024 

EHRC intervenes in Supreme Court case arguing that a Gender Recognition 
Certificate does change your sex in equality act, that it should not, and that 
primary legislation should be rewritten. 
  

25 December 
2024 

EHRC demands to see the transgender policies of hundreds of public bodies 
after Labour Ministers argued there was no issue to be looked at. 
 

(original link) 
  

4 April 2025 EHRC writes to NHS Fife and the Scottish Government to argue for provision of 
"single sex spaces" assessment after an employment tribunal was brought by 
Nurse Sandie Peggie who was suspended for leaving patient care unattended. 
 

(original link) 
  

11 April 2025 EHRC commissioner claims that "Many UK universities’ trans inclusion policies 
contravene equality law." 
  

14 April 2025 Even before the Supreme Court ruling, the EHRC trails an update to Codes of 
Practice to ban trans people without GRCs from gender-aligned single sex 
services - an unprecedented legal position. 
 

(original link) 
  

16 April 2025 EHRC welcomes “clarity” brought by Supreme Court ruling in favour of For 
Women Scotland, following intervention into the case. 
  

17 April 2025 Falkner threatens that NHS will be pursued if gender policies don't change to 
exclude transgender people from sexed spaces. 
  

26 April 2025 EHRC rush out segregationist policy around transgender people using the 
bathroom and single sex spaces. 
  

3 May 2025 The Public and Commercial Services Union said interim advice issued by the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission was “not fit for purpose.” 
 

(original link) 
  

9 May 2025 Human Rights Watch condemn the Supreme Court ruling advocated for by the 
EHRC. 
  

14 May 2025 ILGA-Europe downgrades the UK by 6 points to 22nd on their Rainbow Index 
and criticises EHRC. 
  

22 May 2025 18 UN Independent Experts express alarm at supreme court ruling and the 
EHRC's actions. 
  

6 June 2025 EHRC commissioner says that there needs to be "period of correction" of trans 
rights as they "have been lied to for many years", failing to acknowledge that the 
EHRC themselves explicitly outlined these rights in their 2011 Code of Practice, 
in the legal case of AEA vs EHRC and in their 2022 non-statutory guidance. 
 

(original link) 
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6 June 2025 EHRC 2011 Code of Practice, relevant to above.  

11 June 2025 EHRC organises a Q&A session on request of the Women and Equalities 
Committee, groups refuse to attend due to short timeframe and EHRC explicitly 
stating that views expressed would not be considered part of the formal 
consultation process. Gendered Intelligence calls it "not a genuine attempt at 
dialogue - it is damage control." 
  

12 June 2025 Giving evidence to the Women and Equalities Committee, Falkner claims that 
Article 8 privacy-related human rights protections ‘don’t apply’ to trans people or 
cis people when using single-sex facilities. 
  

12 June 2025 Pink News write-up of comments by Baroness Falkner to the WEC.  

19 June 2025 EHRC commissioner, Akua Reindorf, represents LGB alliance founder, Allison 
Bailey, in court. 
 

(original link) 
  

26 June 2025 EHRC commissioner, Akua Reindorf, represents anti-trans campaign group Sex 
Matters three separate times in "the last year."  

26 June 2025 Further detail on cases mentioned above. 
  

 26 June 2025 Sex matters crowdfunding intervention on police search policy.  

 26 June 2025 Sex matters claim academics are discriminated against for holding gender 
critical views. 
 

(original link) 
  

30 June 2025 The Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention and Human Security issues a red 
flag alert for trans and intersex rights in the UK and criticises the EHRC for 
"attempts to roll back intersex and transgender rights.", saying that "The EHRC 
has, in the past few years, seemed to become a lobby group for erasing the 
rights of intersex and trans people on the basis of gender critical views."  

1 July 2025 TransLucent calls on GANHRI to investigate the EHRC again. 
 

(original link) 
  

1 July 2025 Trans Advocacy and Complaints Collective (TACC) release the results of their 
FOI requests, showing the history of deep enmeshment between the EHRC and 
gender critical organisations such as Sex Matters.  
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